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(ii) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and (4)
as paragraphs (2) and (3), respectively.

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Such sub-
chapter is further amended as follows:

(A) In section 1450—

(i) by striking subsection (e); and

(ii) by striking subsection (k).

(B) In section 1451(g)(1), by striking sub-
paragraph (C).

(C) In section 1452—

(i) in subsection (f)(2), by striking ‘‘does
not apply—"’ and all that follows and insert-
ing ‘‘does not apply in the case of a deduc-
tion made through administrative error.”’;
and

(ii) by striking subsection (g).

(D) In section 1455(c), by striking °,
1450(k)(2),”’.

(b) PROHIBITION ON RETROACTIVE BENE-
FITS.—No benefits may be paid to any person
for any period before the effective date pro-
vided under subsection (f) by reason of the
amendments made by subsection (a).

(¢) PROHIBITION ON RECOUPMENT OF CERTAIN
AMOUNTS PREVIOUSLY REFUNDED TO SBP RE-
CIPIENTS.—A surviving spouse who is or has
been in receipt of an annuity under the Sur-
vivor Benefit Plan under subchapter II of
chapter 73 of title 10, United States Code,
that is in effect before the effective date pro-
vided under subsection (f) and that is ad-
justed by reason of the amendments made by
subsection (a) and who has received a refund
of retired pay under section 1450(e) of title
10, United States Code, shall not be required
to repay such refund to the United States.

(d) REPEAL OF AUTHORITY FOR OPTIONAL
ANNUITY FOR DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—Section
1448(d)(2) of such title is amended—

(1) by striking ‘“DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—"
and all that follows through ‘‘In the case of
a member described in paragraph (1), and
inserting ‘‘DEPENDENT CHILDREN.—In the
case of a member described in paragraph
(1),”; and

(2) by striking subparagraph (B).

(e) RESTORATION OF ELIGIBILITY FOR PRE-
VIOUSLY ELIGIBLE SPOUSES.—The Secretary
of the military department concerned shall
restore annuity eligibility to any eligible
surviving spouse who, in consultation with
the Secretary, previously elected to transfer
payment of such annuity to a surviving child
or children under the provisions of section
1448(d)(2)(B) of title 10, United States Code,
as in effect on the day before the effective
date provided under subsection (f). Such eli-
gibility shall be restored whether or not pay-
ment to such child or children subsequently
was terminated due to loss of dependent sta-
tus or death. For the purposes of this sub-
section, an eligible spouse includes a spouse
who was previously eligible for payment of
such annuity and is not remarried, or remar-
ried after having attained age 55, or whose
second or subsequent marriage has been ter-
minated by death, divorce or annulment.

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The sections and the
amendments made by this section shall take
effect on the later of—

(1) the first day of the first month that be-
gins after the date of the enactment of this
Act; or

(2) the first day of the fiscal year that be-
gins in the calendar year in which this Act is
enacted.

SEC. 657. EFFECTIVE DATE OF PAID-UP COV-
ERAGE UNDER SURVIVOR BENEFIT
PLAN.

(a) SURVIVOR BENEFIT PLAN.—Section
1452(j) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 2008’ and
inserting ‘‘October 1, 2007"°.

(b) RETIRED SERVICEMAN’S FAMILY PROTEC-
TION PLAN.—Section 1436a of such title is
amended by striking ‘‘October 1, 2008 and
inserting ‘‘October 1, 2007"°.
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NOTICE OF HEARINGS
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will be held on Thurs-
day, July 12, 2007, at 9:30 a.m. in room
SD-366 of the Dirksen Senate Office
Building.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nominations of Clarence H.
Albright, of South Carolina, to be
Under Secretary of Energy; Lisa E.
Epifani, of Texas, to be an Assistant
Secretary of Energy for Congressional
and Intergovernmental Affairs; and,
James L. Caswell, of Idaho, to be Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Land Management.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send two
copies of their testimony to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, Wash-
ington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail to
amanda kelly@energy.senate.gov.

For further information, please con-
tact Sam Fowler at (202) 224-7571 or
Amanda Kelly at (202) 224-6836.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources Subcommittee on National
Parks.

The hearing will be held on July 12,
2007, at 2:30 p.m., in room SD-366 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building.

The purpose of the hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on the following bills:
S. 488 and H.R. 1100, to revise the
boundary of the Carl Sandburg Home
National Historic Site in the State of
North Carolina; S. 617, to make the Na-
tional Parks and Federal Recreational
Lands Pass available at a discount to
certain veterans; S. 824 and H.R. 995, to
amend Public Law 106-348 to extend the
authorization for establishing a memo-
rial in the District of Columbia or its
environs to honor veterans who became
disabled while serving in the Armed
Forces of the United States; S. 955, to
establish the Abraham Lincoln Na-
tional Heritage Area; S. 1148, to estab-
lish the Champlain Quadricentennial
Commemoration Commission and the
Hudson-Fulton 400th Commemoration
Commission; S. 1182, to amend the
Quinebaug and Shetucket Rivers Val-
ley National Heritage Corridor Act of
1994 to increase the authorization of
appropriations and modify the date on
which the authority of the Secretary of
the Interior terminates under the act;
S. 1380, to designate as wilderness cer-
tain land within the Rocky Mountain
National Park and to adjust the bound-
aries of the Indian Peaks Wilderness

S8719

and the Arapaho National Recreation
Area of the Arapaho National Forest in
the State of Colorado; and S. 1728, to
amend the National Parks and Recre-
ation Act of 1978 to reauthorize the Na
Hoa Pili O Kaloko-Honokohau Advi-
sory Commission Reauthorization Act
of 2007.

Because of the limited time available
for the hearing, witnesses may testify
by invitation only. However, those
wishing to submit written testimony
for the hearing record should send it to
the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, United States Senate,
Washington, DC 20510-6150, or by e-mail
to rachel pasternack@energy.senate.
gov.

For further information, please con-
tact David Brooks at (202) 224-9863 or
Rachel Pasternack at (202) 224-0883.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to hold a
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, June 28, 2007, at 10
a.m. in room 253 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.

The hearing will examine the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration’s existing programs, pro-
posed initiatives, and review the agen-
cy’s fiscal year 2008 budget request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC

WORKS

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Environment and Public
Works be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
June 28, 2007, at 10 a.m. in room 406 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building in
order to conduct a hearing entitled,
“Examining Global Warming Issues in
the Power Plant Sector.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mrs. McCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs be authorized
to meet on Thursday, June 28, 2007, at
9:30 a.m. in room 485 of the Russell
Senate Office Building to conduct a
hearing on discussion draft legislation
regarding the regulation of Class III
gaming.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet in order to conduct a markup
on Thursday, June 28, 2007, at 10 a.m. in
Dirksen room 226.

Agenda

I. Bills: S. 1145, Patent Reform Act of
2007 (Leahy, Hatch, Schumer, Cornyn,
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